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Introduction 

Africa is grappling with grave environmental crises of various scales and dimensions. 
The crises involve, among others, disproportionate and severe impacts from climate 
change, desertification and loss of biodiversity. Furthermore, widespread pollution and 
despoilation are stemming from development activities, particularly those linked to 
transnational companies and extractive industries.1 Studies have shown that the 
operations of large companies, particularly in the extractives sector, have huge potential 
for environmental impact.2 The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 
(African Commission) also established this in its jurisprudence.3  

These and related manifestations of the environmental crises not only cause enormous 
damage to land, air, water, fauna and flora but also gravely endanger the physical 
security, life, health and livelihood of individuals and communities as well as the 
existence of some communities. As such, the grave environmental crises facing the 
continent threatens not only the right to environment under Article 24 of the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (the African Charter), but also civil and political 
rights (the right to life, personal security and dignity) and economic, social, and cultural 
(ECOSOC) rights (rights to health, property, food, and water) as well as collective rights 
of peoples such as the right to existence and the right to development. In addition, the 
collective rights of communities to freely dispose of their wealth are also infringed upon.4 

 
1 United Nations Environmental Programme “Understanding the Long-Term Impacts of Natural Resource 
Extraction” https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/understanding-long-term-impacts-natural-
resource-
extraction#:~:text=The%20operations%20of%20large%20companies,resilience%20of%20the%20surroundi
ng%20area  
2 As above.  
3 Social and Economic Rights Action Centre and the Centre for Economic and Social Rights (SERAC)  v Nigeria 
4 Article 21 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. 
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https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/understanding-long-term-impacts-natural-resource-extraction#:%7E:text=The%20operations%20of%20large%20companies,resilience%20of%20the%20surrounding%20area
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/understanding-long-term-impacts-natural-resource-extraction#:%7E:text=The%20operations%20of%20large%20companies,resilience%20of%20the%20surrounding%20area
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/understanding-long-term-impacts-natural-resource-extraction#:%7E:text=The%20operations%20of%20large%20companies,resilience%20of%20the%20surrounding%20area


Regrettably, vulnerable groups such as women and children tend to bear the brunt of 
these challenges.  

The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (the African Commission) 
established the mandate of the Working Group in 2009, and one of its key mandates is to 
examine the impact of extractive industries in Africa within the context of the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights.5  

Building on its jurisprudence, through the Working Group, the Commission also adopted 
the State Reporting Guidelines for Articles 21 and 24 of the African Charter, which outline 
the nature and scope of protections afforded to individuals and peoples and the duties 
attached thereto within the framework of Article 24 of the African Charter. 6  

The Context and Rationale  

Notwithstanding the pioneer recognition under the African Charter of the right to the 
environment and the normative advancements registered, the scale and nature of 
environmental crises warrant enhanced and robust action in advancing the right to 
environment in Africa. It is in this context that the African Commission has come to give 
a dedicated attention to human and peoples’ rights issues pertaining to Article 24 of the 
African Charter. This has prompted the African Commission to adopt Resolution Res.633 
(LXXXIII) of 2025 to facilitate the preparation of a general comment on the right to the 
environment, outlining the measures necessary for respect for, protection, promotion and 
fulfilment of Article 24.  

In view of the foregoing, the African Commission is convening this panel to leverage this 
85th Session and foster a critical dialogue to ensure environmental justice is central to 
Africa’s development agenda through the following objectives:  

• To highlight the gravity and scale of the environmental crises on the continent, 
paying particular attention to the essence of Resolution 633 of 2025; 

• Discuss case studies that illustrate environmentally related human rights 
violations being experienced due to the environmental crisis through the lens of 
Environmental Human Rights Defenders (EHRDs); 

• Discuss the potential for the concept of Ecocide to be recognised as one avenue 
for fighting against conditions threatening the environment in Africa, including 
through designating the most severe environmental violations as international 
crimes; 

 
5 African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights “Working Group on Extractive Industries, 
Environment and Human Rights Violations” https://achpr.au.int/index.php/en/mechanisms/working-
group-extractive-industries-environment-and-human-rights-violations  
6 State Reporting Guidelines and Principles on Articles 21 and 24 of the African Charter relating to 
Extractive Industries, Human Rights and the Environment https://achpr.au.int/en/node/845  

https://achpr.au.int/index.php/en/mechanisms/working-group-extractive-industries-environment-and-human-rights-violations
https://achpr.au.int/index.php/en/mechanisms/working-group-extractive-industries-environment-and-human-rights-violations
https://achpr.au.int/en/node/845


• Discuss the effective remedies against environmental harm, particularly in the 
context of large-scale infrastructure and extractive projects and; 

• Clarify the specific obligations of State Parties, drawing on State Reporting 
Guidelines and principles, and ask the critical question of how to respond to the 
magnitude of this crises with proportionate human rights mechanisms. 
 

 Expected Outcomes 

• A deeper understanding of the scope and enforceability of Articles 21 and 24 in 
curbing the environmental crisis. 

• Increased focus on the need for a criminal justice response to severe environmental 
destruction, including the concept of ecocide. 

• Enhanced understanding of the regional best practices for establishing accessible, 
affordable, and effective domestic judicial and non-judicial remedies, ensuring 
that victims of environmental harm from large-scale infrastructure and extractive 
projects have a clear path to justice and adequate compensation. 

 
Format and Target Audience 
 
A 60-minute moderated panel with presentations from experts, followed by a plenary. 
The panel is targeting State Party representatives, National Human Rights Institutions 
(NHRIs), international, intergovernmental and civil society organisations.  
 
Panellists 

1. Hon. Commissioner Solomon Ayele Dersso (Chairperson of the Working Group 
on Extractive Industries, Environment and Human Rights Violations, African 
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights). 

2. Presentation by Hon. Ernest Yaw Anim, Chairman of the Human Rights 
Committee of the Parliament of Ghana 

3. Ms. Fiona Iliff, Human Rights Lawyer and Environmental Expert, American Bar 
Association. 

4. Mr Voke Ighorodje, Expert and Director of International Justice Program, Right 
Education Empowerment & Development Centre for Social Change (REED 
Centre). 

 
Programme (Total time: 1 hour) 
Name: Welcome remarks and introduction (5 minutes) 
 
Panel discussion (30 minutes, 10 minutes each) 
 



Hon. Commissioner Solomon Ayele Dersso (Chairperson of the Working Group on 
Extractive Industries, Environment and Human Rights Violations, African Commission 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights). 
 
Presentation by Hon. Ernest Yaw Anim, Chairman of the Human Rights Committee of 
the Parliament of Ghana   

Ms. Fiona Iliff, Human Rights Lawyer and Environmental Expert, American Bar 
Association. 
 
Mr Voke Ighorodje, Expert and Director of International Justice Program, Right 
Education Empowerment & Development Centre for Social Change (REED Centre). 
 
Q & A (10 minutes) 
 
Concluding remarks (5 minutes) 


	Expected Outcomes

