Concept note

Panel discussion
85th Ordinary Session of the African Commission on Human and Peoples'

Rights

Title: Review of the human rights situation in Sudan

Venue: Sir Dawda Jawara International Conference Centre, Banjul, The
Gambia

Date: Saturday, 25 October 2025, from 09h :00 to 10 h :15 GMT
Introduction

“It is undeniable that the people of Sudan have carried the burden of this conflict. The
continuation of this conflict will therefore exacerbate suffering and prolong the
violation of human and peoples’ rights. The various efforts for peace, now more than
ever, need to be reignited to ensure lasting solutions for peace and the commencement
of a process of transitional justice.” ACHPR Joint Fact-Finding Mission on Sudan
Report, 2025.

As the Sudanese conflict deepens, the humanitarian and security situation
continues to deteriorate, positioning Sudan as one of the gravest humanitarian
crises in the world. The conflict has been marked by widespread violations of
human rights and international humanitarian law, including summary
executions, sexual and gender-based violence, forced displacement, arbitrary
detention, and restrictions on freedom of expression and association.

The African Commission on Human and Peoples” Rights (ACHPR), through its
Joint Fact-Finding Mission on Sudan (FFM) established in collaboration with
the Department of Political Affairs, Peace and Security (DPAPS) has
documented these violations and provided comprehensive recommendations
to address impunity and promote accountability. The FFM Report, adopted
during the 84th Ordinary Session of the Commission and officially published
on 21 October 2025 in Banjul, serves as a critical reference for understanding
the current conflict and shaping coordinated responses.

Building on this momentum, and in the context of the 85th Ordinary Session of
the ACHPR, this panel provides a timely opportunity to reflect on the findings
of the FFM, situate them within the current trajectory of the war, and explore
pathways for collective action to restore peace, justice, and human rights
protection in Sudan.

Panel objectives

The panel aims to:



e Highlight the main findings of the Joint Fact-Finding Mission on Sudan
report adopted by the ACHPR;

e Discuss mechanisms for cooperation between African Union bodies,
Member States and civil society to promote justice and accountability;

e Emphasize the urgent need to intensify diplomatic, humanitarian and
legal efforts to end the conflict;

e Share concrete recommendations to protect civilians, particularly
women, children, migrants, refugees and internally displaced persons;

e Encourage the effective implementation of the report's
recommendations and relevant resolutions of the ACHPR and the
African Union's PSC.

e Provide updates on recent developments on the Sudan situation.

Speakers
Moderator: Mr Jeggan Grey-Johnson, Open Society Foundations

Speaker 1: Hon. Commissioner Hatem Essaiem, Chair of the Joint Fact-Finding
Mission on Sudan

Speaker 2: Hon. Commissioner Solomon Ayele Dersso, on the general human
rights situation in the context of the conflict

Speaker 3: Hon. Vice-Chairperson Janet Ramatoulie Sallah-Njie, on violations
against women and girls

Speaker 4: Hon. Commissioner Litha Ogana, on violations against minorities
in the Sudanese conflict

Speaker 5: Hon. Commissioner Selma Sassi Safer, on the situation of migrants,
asylum seekers and internally displaced persons

Speaker 6: Wini Omer - Head of the Sudan Framework Mechanism, Recent
developments regarding the situation in Sudan.

Indicative agenda for the panel

Hour (GMT) Activity Speakers / Details

09 :00 - 09 :05 Opening remarks and M. Jeggan Grey-Johnson
introduction of the panel (Moderator)

09 :05 - 09:15 Presentation of the report of | Hon. Commissioner
the Joint Fact-Finding Hatem Essaiem
Mission on Sudan




09:15- 09 :20 Overall analysis of the Hon. Commissioner
human rights situation in the | Solomon Ayele Dersso
conflict

09 :20- 09 :25 Focus on violations against Hon. Vice-President Janet
women and girls Ramatoulie Sallah-Njie

09 :25 - 09 :30 Violations against minorities | Hon. Commissioner Litha
and marginalized Ogana
populations

09:30 - 09 :35 Situation of migrants, Hon. Commissioner
refugees and internally Selma Sassi Safer
displaced persons

09 :35 - 09 :45 Recent developments Wini Omer - Head of the
regarding the situation in Sudan Framework
Sudan Mechanism

09 :45 - 10:00 Q&A Moderator and panelists

10:00 - 10 :15 Closing remarks and final Moderator and panellists

recommendations




