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PANEL DISCUSSION: ADVOCACY FOR THE CONTINENTAL
RATIFICATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TREATIES UNDER THE
ACHPR MONITORING

28th October 2025
85th Ordinary Session of the ACHPR

11:30-12:30

INTRODUCTION

The African Commission on Human and Peoples” Rights (ACHPR) is steadfast in
executing its core mandate, explicitly conferred by Article 45 of the African Charter on
Human and Peoples' Rights (the African Charter), to promote and protect human
rights across the continent. A fundamental aspect of this mandate involves monitoring
the adherence of States Parties to their treaty obligations and advocating for the
universal ratification and effective implementation of the core instruments that
constitute the African human rights system.

While the foundational African Charter is widely ratified, several subsequent
specialized treaties, which are critical for protecting vulnerable groups and addressing
contemporary challenges, have yet to secure the necessary ratifications to enter into
force or achieve widespread implementation. This panel discussion is a direct strategic
action under the Commission's promotional mandate, convened to generate targeted
advocacy and foster actionable commitments towards the ratification of six pivotal
instruments.

RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVE

The slow pace of ratification for key protocols under the African Charter significantly
hinders the full realization of human rights for millions across Africa. Barriers such as
limited political will, resource constraints, and a lack of awareness prevent these vital
frameworks from becoming enforceable law.

This panel seeks to address this gap directly. Its primary objective is to galvanize action
among Member States and stakeholders for the ratification and future implementation
of the following specific instruments under the ACHPR’s monitoring mandate:
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» The Protocol to the African Charter on the Rights of Women in
Africa(Maputo Protocol)!

» The African Union Convention on Ending Violence Against Women and
Girls (AUCEVAWG)?

» The Protocol to the African Charter on the Rights of Citizens to Social
Protection and Social Security?

» The Protocol to the African Charter on the Right to a Nationality and the
Eradication of Statelessness in Africa*

» The African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of
Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention);?

» The OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee
Problems in Africa.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

> Enhanced Understanding: Participants will gain a deeper comprehension
of the content, objectives, and current ratification status of the five
highlighted treaties.

> Identification of Barriers: A clearer understanding of the common obstacles
hindering ratification and implementation in different national contexts.

> Strategic Advocacy: Development of key advocacy messages and strategies
to advance the ratification agenda at the national level.

> Strengthened Commitment: Renewed political will and concrete pledges
from participating Member States to accelerate their domestic ratification
processes.

TARGET PARTICIPANTS:

The panel is an integral part of the 85t Ordinary Session, offering all Session
participants, particularly AU Member States as the primary ratifying authorities, a
critical platform to advance the human rights agenda. The discussion will also provide
significant value to other key stakeholders in attendance, including: National Human
Rights Institutions, Civil Society Organizations, and human rights advocates, as well
as Representatives of AU Organs and other international partners.

146 Member States have ratified the Protocol. Requires 8 more ratifications to be universally ratified
2Only 6 Member States have signed the Convention namely: Angola, Burundi, Djibouti, DRC, Liberia
and The Gambia

3 Only 2 Member States have signed the Protocol namely: Sao Tome and Principe and Niger and only
2 Member States have Ratified namely: Zimbabwe and Uganda.

4 No signature or ratification to date

5 Requires 21 ratifications to be universally ratified

6 Requires 8 ratifications to be universally ratified
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The Panel will be conducted in the ACHPR working Languages (English, French,
Portuguese, and Arabic).

PROPOSED AGENDA
Time Agenda Item Responsibility
Mapping the progress of the ratification and implementation of human rights
instruments of the ACHPR
11:30-11:35 Setting the stage: The urgency of closing Honourable
the ratification gap. Commissioner Rémy
Ngoy Lumbu
(Moderator)
11:35- 11:45 » The AUCEVAWG Hon. Commissioner
Janet Ramatoulie
» The Maputo Protocol Sallah-Njie (10 mins)
11:45 - 11:52 | The Protocol to the African Charter on the | Honourable
Rights of Citizens to Social Protection and | Commissioner Mudford
Social Security Zachariah Mwandenga
(7 mins)
11:52 - 12:10 > The Protocol to the African Charter Honourable
on the Right to a Nationality and the | Commissioner = Selma
Eradication of Statelessness in Africa | Sassi-Safer (18 mins)
» Kampala Convention
» The OAU Convention Governing the
Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems
in Africa
12:10-12:25 Plenary Discussions 15 mins
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12:25-12:30 Closing remarks and Launch of the 4th| Hon. Commissioner
Edition of the Newsletter of the SRRWA | Janet Ramatoulie Sallah-

dedicated to the AUCEVAWG Njie (5 mins)
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