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CONCEPT NOTE

Roundtable on The African Union Convention on Ending Violence against
Women and Girls

Side Event during the 85th Ordinary Session of the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR)

Date: 28th October 2025

Background

Across Africa, the momentum to address violence against women and girls has
reached a critical turning point. At the heart of this regional movement lies the
African Union Convention on Ending Violence Against Women and Girls (AU-
CEVAWG or Convention), a bold legal instrument that embodies the collective
aspirations of African states to eliminate systemic harm and accelerate progress
towards gender equality. The Convention provides a comprehensive and African-
led framework to address all forms of violence, including harmful practices such
as female genital mutilation, child marriage, and intimate partner violence.
Notably, it is the first instrument focusing squarely on ending violence against
women and girls with State obligations to ensure access to justice for survivors
and victims of violence. It builds on existing frameworks, namely the African
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa (Maputo
Protocol). It has a focus on prevention, acknowledging the role of key
stakeholders, including community leaders, in addressing harmful social norms
that perpetuate violence against women and girls. In this same vein, the
Convention acknowledges the lapses in access to justice by emphasising the
precedence of formal law over customary law, thereby reiterating the values of
human rights held by the African Union.

The Convention was adopted in February 2025, with Djibouti becoming the first
country to sign it. Although the Convention has garnered support from some
Member States, ratification remains incomplete, with a total number of 15
countries required for the Convention to come into full force. Six countries—
Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Liberia, Djibouti, and The
Gambia—have already signed, signalling political will. Yet, the full impact of the
Convention will only be realized once signatures are converted into ratifications
and integrated into domestic legal systems. The 85th Ordinary session of the
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (the Commission, or ACHPR)
offers a timely and strategic opportunity to reinforce the significance of the
Convention and galvanize state action.
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Against the backdrop of both progress and backlash, the
ACHPR, UN Women, and IPAS seek to convene a Roundtable side event on the
margins of the Ordinary Session of the ACHPR. This event aims to serve as a
platform for renewed momentum. The push for ratification cannot be viewed in
isolation—it must be seen within the broader context of resisting regression,
building stronger legal safeguards, and ensuring that national, regional, and
community-level actors are unified in their efforts to protect women and girls
across the continent.

Purpose of the side-event

This high-level side event will offer space for reflection, visibility, and political
engagement. Its aim is not only to increase awareness of the Convention’s
content and significance but also to reinforce its urgency. By bringing together
representatives from Member States, civil society, international partners, and
other Stakeholders, the event will provide an open forum for shared
commitments and dialogue on strategies to accelerate ratification as well as the
implications of ratification for ending violence against women and girls. In
addition to reaffirming normative commitments, the event will explore practical
steps that Member States can take to accelerate ratification processes—
including through legislative alignment, stakeholder consultations, and targeted
resource mobilization.

The event will also seek to spotlight champions—States and individuals that are
demonstrating leadership on this agenda—and offer them a platform to share
their pathways, lessons, and strategies.

Objectives

The Roundtable will be convened under the leadership of the ACHPR through
the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women in Africa (the SRRWA), in
partnership with UN Women and IPAS. The Roundtable deliberation will:

e Deepen understanding of the AU-CEVAWG, including its legal, social, and
political relevance in advancing gender equality and eliminating harmful
practices and opportunities to address existing gaps in implementation

e Provide clarity on the specific steps, requirements, and domestic processes
for the ratification, domestication, and implementation of the AU-
CEVAWG, addressing common challenges and misconceptions faced by
Member States and other stakeholders

e Mobilize political commitment from Member States—particularly
signatories—to take concrete steps toward ratification, while identifying
and supporting champion states that can lead regional momentum.



Aean(®) (v ACHPR WOMEN

o, African Commission on
oo, Human and Peoples' Rights

e Sensitise on the monitoring role of the ACHPR and States’ obligations
under the Convention once it enters into force.

e Foster multi-stakeholder collaboration and advocacy, including the
engagement of civil society, traditional and religious leaders, and
development partners, to create a unified front against the rollback of
women's rights and promote implementation of the Convention.

Strategy and Outcomes

The overarching strategy of the Roundtable is to secure strong commitments
from Member States for the ratification of the Convention. To ensure the success
of this objective, advanced, targeted consultations will be conducted with
Member States via their delegations in Addis Ababa, establishing a foundation
for decisive action either immediately prior to or following the Roundtable. The
session itself is conceived as a 90-minute, in-person side event in Banjul,
convened directly after the Member States Forum to capitalize on the assembled
momentum. It will bring together a multi-stakeholder cohort—including
government representatives, gender ministries, parliamentarians, legal experts,
traditional authorities, civil society networks, and multilateral partners—to
create an imperative for action. A curated selection of Member States will be
invited to share tangible progress, articulate new and time-bound commitments,
and champion the critical value of regional instruments as catalysts for
accelerating national change.

UN Women, IPAS, and the SRRWA will serve as co-conveners, ensuring the
session remains both technically grounded and politically ambitious. Moreover,
this Roundtable is featured as part of a larger collective action at local, regional,
and global levels to concretely influence the outcome of the pushback on FGM
and broader gender equality issues.

Format & participation

The event will take place as a standalone side session—hosted at the close of the
Member States Forum, to ensure optimal engagement. It will be followed by a
cocktail reception, offering informal space for networking and commitment-
building.

Co-convenors & partners

e Office of the SRRWA
e UN Women West & Central Africa Regional Office (WCARO) & UN Women
African Union Liaison Office (AU-LO)
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e With support and participation from the African Union and development
partners.

Participants will include:

e Representatives from AU Member States, including those that have signed
but not ratified the Convention;
Traditional and religious leaders;
Civil society organizations, including youth and women's networks (AWLN,
GIMAC, SOAWR);
Development partners and multilateral institutions;
Key representatives from the African Union, ACHPR, and relevant UN
mechanisms.

e Media stakeholders



