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INTRODUCTION

After the attainment of independence in April 1980,
Zimbabwe made the promotion, protection and
guaranteeing of +the human rights of its people a
matter of priority in its constitutional and pelitical
framework, The Zimbabwe Constitution itself, in
Chapter III "The Declaration of Rights", clearly
states the fundamental rights and freedoms of the
individual which every person regardless of race,
tribe, place of origin, political affiliation, colour,
creed or sex should enjoy. The Constitution
guarantees freedom of expression, press, conscience
and religion. All citizens of Zimbabwe, according to
the Constitution, which is written, have the
inalienable right to participate freely in the
democratic political processes associated with the
control of the society in which they live. The
Constitution further provides for the independence of
the Jjudiciary. The Constitution 1is invariably
supplemented, by within limits prescribed in its
provisions, amendments passed in the prescribed manner
by organic laws and other legislation passed in the
ordinary way from time to time to fill in gaps and by
customs and conventions regulating the working
machinery of the Government.
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Zimbabwe is a multi-party parliamentary democracy.
Since 1980, three general elections have been held
with opposition parties taking an active part. Three
parties are currently represented in the 150 - member

Parliament with the following number of seats:-

ZANU (PF) - 147
ZUM = 2
ZANU (NDONGA) - 1

The Government of Zimbabwe has, since its assumption
of authority participated in various international
bodies whose objective is the protection and
safeguarding of human rights world wide. It has given
its undoubted and profound support for the United
Nations Conventions on Human Rights as well as the

African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights.

Zimbabwe fully subscribes to the Universal Declaration
on Human Rights and has accordingly signed and
ratified six United Nations Conventions on Human
Rights as well as the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights Conyention. Zimbabwe has also
actively participated in the Commonwealth efforts to
promote the human rights issue. The international
fora cited above, draw their inspirations from the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights and are major

prillars in the struggle for human rights.



.3 Between 1986 - 1991 Zimbabwe acceded.to the following

conventions

(i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

(v)

vi)

International Convention on the Elimination of all
forms of Racial Descfimination (adopted and
opened for signature and ratification on 30

November 1973);

International Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (adopted and
opened for signature and ratification on 30

November 1973);

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of

the Crime of Genocide (adopted 9 December 1948);

International Convention on Civil and Political
Rights (adopted and opened for signature and
ratification on 16 December 1966);

Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Racial Discrimination Against Women (adopted 18
December 1979);

International Convention on Economics and
Cultural Rights (adopted and opened for
signature, ratification and accession on 18

December 1966).



vii) African Commission on Human and Peoples’

Rights.

In 1990, the United Nations adﬁpted one other
important legal instrument - the Convention on the
Rights of the Child - which was fully supported by
Zimbabwe, as it was the first international
legislation that highlighted the problems faced by
children in a society that had taken their protection

for granted.

Even before Zimbabwe acceded to the said Convention,
steps had already been taken to redress the importance
of safeguarding the rights of the child by enacting
legislation which would afford such protection. A
case in point would be the Children Protection and
Adoption Act which would prohibit pledging young girls
for marriage before attaining the 1legal age of

majority.

Several other Human Rights conventions are currently

being considered with the view of acceding to them.
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Zimbabwe's Legal System

Zimbabwe’'s legal system is based on Roman Dutch and
Ango-American common law practices and procedures.
The hierarchy of the courts is as follows: Primary
Courts, Magistrates Courts, High Court and the Supreme
Court. The -criminal law system is adversarial in
nature. It i= = constitutional right of all persons
charged with crimes to appear in court and receive a
fair trial and adequate legal representation. In the
community courts and the Magistrates’ Courts litigants
may individually appear and argue their own cases,
whereas in the High Court and Supreme_Court litigants

are obliged to engage legal counsel.

The foregoing is also subject to the State providing
pro deo legal representation for litigants who are
unable to meet the costs for defence for serious

charges such as murder or treason.

A legal Aide system is being developed to provide such
a facility, although the adversarial character of the
criminal legal system sets limitations to such
development in the nature and scope of operation of

the legal aid system.
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The Zimbabwe constitution protects the individual from
arbitrary interference with the person of the
individual, privacy of family, home or correspondence.
However, it is important to note that interference may
take place in the course of effecting a law suit

arrest or search of individual and premises.

Travel at home and abroad is not subject to official

restrictions. Immigration is also not restricted.

It is on this legal framework that records for the
following years: 1986, 1987, 1988, 1990 and 1991, will

be based.

Zimbabwe’'s achievements in the field of human rights
will tor the purposes of this report be
chronologically described and analysed on a yearly

basis beginning in 1986.

Zimbabwe: Human Rights Record in 1986

Gradual Relaxation of Laws Pertaining to Detention

Zimbabwe made remarkable progress in 1986 in the noble
good of promoting and safeguarding human rights. 1In
that year political ~detainees including leading
political and military figures associated with the

then ZAPU were released from jail.



Orderly repatriation procedures for the Ndebele-
speaking refugees who had fled to Botswana was made by
the Government. ZANU (the ruling party) redoubled its
efforts at reconciliation with ZAPU, The security
forces showed high discipline as no alleged vielation

of human rights on their part was reported.

In Matabeleland, there was a marked relaxation of

tensions in rural areas.

Despite the Government’s commitment to reconciliation
it is saddening to note that in 1986 alone dissidents
committed 57 murders, 46 rapes, and 104 armed
robberies. There was no report against the Government
for human rights violations. The Government has
always put upon itself the task of finding offenders
associated with the disappearance of civilians and has
brought to book whoever was apprehended and has

punished according to the law.



In 1986, the foreign press and other human rights
representatives were allowed by the Government to
inspect the Stops Camp detention facility in Bulawayo
where torture and mistreatment of prisoners was
alleged. In June, the then Prime Minister the
Honourable Robert Gabriel Mugabe intervened to order
the release of prominent human rights activists
Michael Auret and Nicholas Ndebele, the top officials
of the Zimbabwean Catholic Commission for Justice and
Peace. Ministers alsc expressed a willingness to
investigate cases involving alleged human rights

abuses and to seek remedial action immediately.

The Zimbabwean Government made it clear in 1986 that
torture was and will never be condoned. The then
Minister of Home Affairs is on record a number of
times as having warned Senior Police Officers that

torture would not be tolerated in Zimbabwe
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